SHUE MURDER STORY 


The Greenbrier Ghost story has been told unnumbered times. 

It has appeared in local newspapers. It has been printed in many de¬ 
tective story magazines. It has been told in mystery quarterlies. It 
has been included in many hard-cover anthologies. And how many thou¬ 
sands of times has the sobering tale been passed from teller to listener 

by word of mouth? 

Was it a ghost? Or, was it all adreamhad by a bereaved mother 
who refused to believe that her beloved daughter had died a natural death ? 
Science may never know the answer. But a jury of Greenbrier dwellers 
and a respected judge heard testimony which convicted a man of murder 
and sent him to prison for life. The ever-growing testimony began, how¬ 
ever, when a supernatural entity--or a dream--came to Mrs. Mary J. 
Heaster, who caused the authorities to act in the bizarre case. 

Herewith is the reported sequence of events in one of the stran¬ 
gest cases ever to come before the American bar: The time was the au¬ 
tumn of 1896. A strong and hearty blacksmith named Edward S, Shue 
had recently moved from Pocahontas County into Greenbrier County, and 
had begun working in a blacksmith shop owned by James Crookshanks 
and located a few miles from Lewisburg. 


Shuewas 35 at the time, having been born in 1 861, at Mount Solin, 

Virginia. Although the brawny newcomer had already had two wives, 

one divorced and the other dead, he attracted the eye of the pretty young 

Zona Heaster. After a whirlwind courtship lasting only a few weeks, the 

t o were married. The marriage took place in November in the Metho¬ 
dist church at Lives ay's Mill. 


The couple moved to their home, which was located six miles 
..est of Lev. isburg on what is now Route 60. The house is now owned and 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Goodwin, and sits on the right of the 
highway, a quarter mile past Route 19. 


, j ^ ona » in the role of new bride, became known as an excellent 
coo an ousekeeper. Things seemed to go well until Christmas, but 

e , , a ^. S ," tC . r {yuun S Mrs. Shue fell ill. She was treated for sev- 
k 'a ° Ct ° r ^ na PP» and cared for by her seemingly de- 

seemJ w* Ap P roximatel y a ™onth passed. During this time she 
their meals' regained her health somewhat, for she was able to cook 


Then, on the morning of January 22 lhg7 

h omc of a Negro woman affectionately called Aun»\f ° WCnt to the 
„ked that her young son. Anderson, BO do " Marlha Jones and 
who- -•»*d her husband-.was too ill to do the work h* T f ° r Zona ’ 
w»s busy at the time, but his mother promised that hew. l „ AnderBOn 
Shue residence later. The blacksmith came back after a 5° l ° the 

and urged that Anderson do the chores as soon as possible 6 ^ 


Finally, at one o clock Anderson went to the Shue house. The 
place was closed The suddenly-frightened youth saw a trail of blood 
on the porch, and getting no response to his repeated knocking on the 
door, he cautiously opened the unlatched entrance and slowly walked 
through the kitchen, still following the trail of blood, which led him into 
the dining room. Here on the floor lay the cold stiff body of Zona 
Heaster Shue. 


When the terrified boy rushed home to tell his mother of his 
discovery, she went to the Shue home. Anderson ran down the road to 
the blacksmith shop where Shue was at work, and told him the news. 
Shue gave a loud outcry and rushed homeward. The lad ran then to 

bring Doctor Knapp. 


When the doctor arrived to examine the young woman, he found 
that the husband had placed her on a bed, had dressed her in an outfit 
complete with a high stiff collar, and had then wrapped a scarf around 
her neck. Shue held her head continuously, until the doctor completed 
the examination and pronounced Zona dead of a heart attack. 


Next morning Zona's body was taken to the residence of her 
mother"'’ThT husbltd 

casket, but stood guard at the ea , head The burial was 

and other materials on either side o the corpse s heach ^ # ^ 

made on a dreary Monday, in the little am *^ buried. But events 

mountain. Zona Heaster Shue was dead. She 

were building toward a new climax. 

Mary Heaster never did believeth* Zona^had died a^natural 

death. Too many things seemed to pon agking God to give her the 
mother prayed for days after the f '? C ^J )C J 8 g |,e 8 saw Zona standing by 

true answer. Then one night near 

the bed.. , . „ _ he 

tical, when sne 

Mary Hea.ter's neighbors we ” J^^edthe mother's over - 

told the story of dead Zona's rettirn. wi8 hed-for dream. 

wroucht condition had brought on 
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went to Lewisburg and talked with 
John A. Preston, who also became convinced of 

/ • - 4 i u. a I. <> n •» It t rt 4* W % • ■ 


went H”' — 

behexc foul pl*V had ,,cen 

Mary and Johnson Heaster 

Prosecuting Attorney Jus lice began to grind, 

foul play m the case. * " e 

Preston began his investigation by questioning Doctor Knapp, 
who .dmmed that h,» verdict of henrl (ailure could have been wrong. 
An Autoply wav decided upon. Next day Attorney Preston and Doctor 
Koapp tourneyed to Ltvesay's Mill to talV with Shoe, who was legally 
ordered lo go with them to ihe grave. Aunt Mar.ha Jones and Anderson 

also went along. 


They dug up Zona’s body and carried it to a one-room school 
house nearby. There the autopsy confirmed she had died of a broken 

net y 


Shoe was charged with murder and was lodged in the County Jail 
at I.cwisburg. to await the June term of the Greenbrier County Circuit 
Court. The prisoner obtained two lawyers to defend him. Doctor 
William Rucker and James Gardner, the latter being one of the first 
Negro lawyers to practice in West Virginia. 

In a packed courtroom, the last day of June, Edward Shue went 
on trial for murder. Attorney Preston, in his opening told the jury that 
the t ase of West Virginia against Shue was circumstantial, then added 
that evidence would soon unfold of a type never before presented in a 
modern courtroom. 


Doctor Knapp testified that he originally rendered a verdict of 
heart failure only after Shue had refused to let the medical man examine 
Zona’s head. Ihe binding scarf was also recalled. 


Anderson Jones told of 
to go do the ehores for Zona, 
body. 


Shue’s persistent efforts to get the boy 
Anderson described how he found the 


Other witnesses recalled Shue was the only person seen or 
Omwn to be at his home the morning of the tragedy. Witnesses also 

, ° * **' a * ^ u "*‘ s head seemed loose at the neck and moved too freely 

i supported. I hey mentioned the supporting clothes placed beside 
her head in the coffin. , s K 

•{ . AlI t« >tnnoii}, however, was a prelude to that of Mary Heaster. 

. , . u 1 lfl> ,u l> ^ ad indeed been circumstantial. She took the 

dvu nd.', t ,M T ! ' rt iaU,fl hcr experience with the vision of Zona. The 

series of dr . * ^ ^ W** l ° make her »ay that the whole thing was a 

wide iw-,1 • 'V, iry Heasler dt *nied this, asserting that she was 

* Id* aw.,ke each time the dead Zona appeared. 


the Greenbrier ghost 

Shue Murder Story 


THE FIRST NIGHT 


MARY J 


ZONA, 


HEASTER (Mother of ZonaHeaster Shue! i K )„; 

ing that her dead daughter Zor cq 71 " 8 ln ^ ed ' P ra Y- 

cause of the pretty girl-. ree.J t TL ** 

h y l> iri s recent sudden death. The 

praymg has been going on for an hour. All at once 
the mother turns and sees her dead daughter stand- 
ing beside the bed. The mother puts out her hand.. 

. Slan r ds ,ookln 8 ather mother for a time, hesitates 

as if about to speak, and then disappears. 


THE SECOND NIGHT 


MARY J. HEASTER is again praying for the dead girl to reappear and 

reveal the manner of death. Suddenly Zona appears 
and stands near the mother. 

ZONA.talks with her mother, Mary, and begins telling of 

the action leading to the grisly ending. She does not 
finish the story, however, before fading away into 
nothingness again. 


THE THIRD NIGHT 


MARY J. HEASTER is once more praying for the dead Zona to return 

and finish the story. The girl comes back for a 

third time. 

ZONA .continues the tale of how a charming bride had met 

a violent end. But the harrowing details have to be 
told later, for the story-teller once more dissolves 

into nothingness. 























THE FOURTH NIGHT 


MARY J. 


HEASTER has not yet given up her continual praying. After the 

prnyerhas gone on for a t ime. Zona appears to her 
lor the last time. 


ZONA. 


finishes the whole chilling story of how she was mur¬ 
dered by her blacksmith husband of afew weeks. The 
girl spares no details, even describing the house in 
which the killing took place, a dwelling the mother 
had never seen. Zona is specific about the method 
used by the murderer. "He seized each side of my 
head with his hands, and by a sudden twist dis¬ 
located my neck. M 






Act one, scene l # of HAM LX T 
Three Guard* before the Caetle 


MARCELL US-- Horatio says 'ila but our fantaay... this dreadful 

eight twice »ecn of ue. I have entreated him,... 
if thie apparition come. ..he may apeak to it. 
HOKATIO----- Well.,.elt down, and let ue hear Bernardo speak 

of this. 

ENTER GHOST 

BERNARDO--- Like the king that'e dead, 

HORATIO----- What art thou? Speak! 

EXIT GHOST 

Act one, scene 2 

HORATIO----- My lord, I think I taw him yesternight 

HAMLET.Saw? Who? 

HORATIO----- The king, your father, 

HAMLET------For God's sake, let me hear' 

ENTER GHOST 


Act One, scene 4 

GHOST (to Hamlet) If thou didst thy father love, revenge his most foul aim! 

itimjfnf a! ntiirdar' 
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Among the things Zona told her mother— according to the tes¬ 
timony-was a complete description oftheShue residence and surround¬ 
ings, a description of the place where the bloodwas found in the dining¬ 
room, and a wish that the mother search a certain spot behind a loose 

board in the cellar. 

Most dramatic was Mary S. Heaster's testimony as to why the 
girl died and the manner of her death. It appeared that the blacksmith 
had come home from the shop that evening, seemingly in an angry mood. 
He berated Zona because she had not prepared meat for his supper. She 

replied that they had plenty of good things on the table, enough to make 

a fine meal. 

Zona said, "He got up and started toward me.. . " 

Nothing could shake the mother's story. The damning evidence 
kept piling up. In the end the jury believed that murder had been done. 

Edward S. Shue was convicted. He was sent to The West Virginia State 
Penitentiary, where he died eight years later. 

Left homeles 8 after the tragedy was Shue's pet dog,-* err » 

was adopted by Mrs. Ellen Ocheltree, wholivedin the Chesnut Mat area 
north of Lewisburg. Perk lived to an old age with his new owner. 

Was a man convicted by a ghost 0 W as it a dream M to 

been an hallucination caused by an overwrought mind ‘ ° ° ne . Q f 
e sure of the answer. Was a murder actually commit e 
Greenbrier County citizens said yes. 
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From John W. Harris, 
Poui Play inspected. I Violet B. Bloomer, for i 

Mrs. Zona (Ileaster) Shue died in the hand in Lewisburg Ind. dis 
Richlandfl of this county, on the 23rd of From John W. Harris 
January, and her body was taken out Violet B. Bloomer, for lo 
to Little Sewell and buried. Since then verte, on Frankford road. 

rumors m the community caused the __ r 

authorities to suspect that she may not Hiiuaoro. poc«tiom«» co 
have died from natural causes. In We have had a heavy ra 
short her husband, E. S., commonly with the melting snow, h 
known as “ Trout” Shue, was suspected waters. The river is brea 
of having brought about her death by banks in some places, and 
violence or in some way unknown to her are entertained that prop* 
friends. An inquest was accordingly course will be damaged ei 
ordered, and, on Monday last before Une of the sadde8t dej 
Justice Homer McCIuiib and a jury of occurred in our town f( 
inquest, assisted by Mr. Preston, the was lhat of mtle Herbet 

State s Attorney for the county, Mrs.| and Mrs. j_ ^ Larue, wl 
Slnie's body was exhumed and a post home half past three 0 - 

mortem examination made, conducted Saturday mor ning. the 2< 
by Drs. Knapp, Rupert and Houston year of his age Thc eY{ 

Met. lung, Shue being present and sum-1 wa s unusually cheerful, 
moiled as a witness. From one of the colnplain in the least ot , 

Doctors we learn that the examination next morn i n g he wa 
clearly disclosed the fact that Mrs. J cold embrace of death. 
Shoe’s neck had been broken. Wehear health had not been good 
too that Shue*s conduct at the time of his death was unexpecte 
his wife’s death and when she lay a and its suddenness a gre 
corpse in his house was very suspicious. w h 0 le community. Ep 

The jury found in accordance with panied by paralysis, wai 
the facts above Btated, charged Shue his sudden demise. 13 
with thc crime of murder and yester- bright, manly little fellc 
day af let noon he was brought here by liteuess and general c 
James (J, Hhawver, John N. MoC'Iung home, at school—every* 
and Kstill Met ‘lung and lodged in Jail cellcnl and endeared hlo 
to as ait the ai t ion of the grand Jury. » f ill who knew M** } 
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A Tazewell, Va., lawyer, who was at¬ 
tending Court at Pearisburg, Giles 
county, at the time of the recent earth¬ 
quake, thus describes the occurrence 
there, which seems to have been the 
center of the seismic disturbance : 

“ Imagine the sharpest peal of thun¬ 
der you ever heard nearest you, then in¬ 
crease this crash three-fold and you 
have some idea of the actual noise; 
sharp, strong and appalling. It seemed 
that the rock strata under the old 
town was being crushed to powder by 
some mysterious agency, and the noise 
was as great as if it were all grinding. 
The earth rocked, the buildings trem¬ 
bled, and that daft or crazy feeling that 
seizes one when awful and uncontrolla¬ 
ble dangers are about, caught every 
soul. The houses cracked and reeled ; 
the bricks llew from off the houses; 
riding horses secured to the racks about 
broke loose and fled and neighed ; the 
dust arose from the rolling earth and 
trembling houses like the sweep from a 
simoon; men in maudlin craziness 


counselling coolness waltzed in each 
others arms; others leaped fences and 
held their hands oyer their heads; wo¬ 
men screamed and fled with their little 


hearing it wi\\ rctnemX 
salt has lost its savor 1 
good for nothing hut 1 
trodden under foot.” 
mental trio, Prof. B. 
of the West Virginia 
forward and proceed 
and impressive little 
a gold medal to the y 
made the greatost in 
sic. Some pleasanti 
dulged in by the Prir 
the fact that " varic 
life,” in evidence ( 
forward two younj 
whom gave a recita 
to the prescribed r 
diction by Rev. Mr. 
morning’s work. 

At 8 p. m. Miss 
sided at the piano 
school, headed 1 
marched in and t( 
places. After the 
beautiful selection, 
lin, of the Greenbr: 
led in an appropr 
came the contest 
Medal by four youi 
meats were stron; 
would have reflect* 

forer 


ones ; and children cried and ran around 
aimless and helpless.” 


• ••• 


l*l< Is UDi Isa si ainl I mini v . 


M 


versed in 
With music inter 
the mosti interest 
whole Commeucen 

Kun.iUtinn for the 






~ Vil 




' 4 0 

J*°staaaster ^®en . u \ tv<\<y 

Vnrre *>, resigned. 1 " 10 * 1 ' Vice* 1 l *° lnt ^\^ 

ATt> ~ - —^ l,e °. W.\\^; 

\V 


mii. r EltT! ^ <, --_ y v . 

r ° c county clie V 1111 ' f ° l ‘meri 

"""« in hul on th e -. y °t Mon 


S 


7ue/ JeW, age d Q ® 19th 

^ 11 80 year 


at 



'//o/y 

*> *tezii j 


« Hi 



A/ 4 J +* * * 


£o<X\ ccm 











From Chi 
ltodes, for "i 
{Spring disti 

From Jol 
Mrs. M. Fj 
—one of 1 
other of 2 
Spring dis 

From Jc 

I Sam’l It. fc 

—one of 1 

other of 2 
Spring ait 

From S 
L. Legg, 1 
laml in M 

From L 
to Mason 
■ acres of 1 

From ( 

f 


I expresses, 

but we know it. and 
gratitude “ by what 
Athens, W, Fa . ^ 

Tito St-te v. 

The eyidence in this case was con¬ 
cluded yesterday morning and the ar¬ 
gument begun in the afternoon, after 
the instructions had been given to the 
jury l>y the Court. 
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was the only person seen about or known audien 
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to have been at the house that morn¬ 


ing prior to the time when his wife was 


'"l* 01 found dead: that he requested Dr. 


never 


Knapp, after he had resorted to the 


usual means;of resuscitation, to make 


es 


j no further examination of the body 


n not that he assisted in dressing the body 


and in doing so put around the neck a 


high collar and a large veil several times 


turesi 

< on y I folded and tied in a large bow’ under 


a be- the chin ; that the head was observed 






by a number of the witnesses to be very 




d. to loose upon the neck and would drop 


four from side to side when not supported : 
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that Shue sent the negro boy to the 


house to gather the eggs, instructing 
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in his conversation and conduct, after 


his wife's death, he seemed in good spir¬ 


its, and showed no proper appreciation 
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summoned to the inquest and post mor¬ 
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summoned to the inquest and post raor- 


jer con- tern out at b’ewell he said to various 


jpon the witnesses that he knew he would come 


back under arrest: that in speaking to 


things, a number of witnesses on the subject 
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them. 
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strength of the circumstantial evidence that 
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Hon. C. B. Hush, President of the 


G timer County (\V. Ya.) Court, says 


rtjm *bat he has had three eases of dux in 


over! ins family ;during the past summer. 
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